8                                             COIMBATOKE   MANUAL.

abstaining from all flesh ; their deity is Mahddeswara, whose temple is
on a hill of that name in Kolleg&l; they have also the usual Tillage gods.
Their food consists chiefly of the millets, especially ragi, and pulses,
especially mochai. Their business is agriculture, and, cultivating a
good soil with some skill, they get abundant crops. They use opium as
a preventive of ill-health; this is usual in the jungly parts of the
district, opium being considered anti-febrifio. They are in good
circumstances and possess large herds of good cattle, ornaments, and
brass vessels; ghee is largely exported. The Bargtir cattle are well
known; they axe of the Mysore breed, and are of good form and endur-
ance ; probably a cross with the Alamb&di breed would still further
improve them in bone and muscle. Few other animals are seen as the
ryots are not flesh-eaters.

They keep gwsi-serfs of the Sholagar tribe, who are an almost wild
race (shola = forest) living on the hills.

Cholera and small-pox commit great ravages on the hills to the
great terror of the inhabitants; they accept vaccination however.
Fever is usual in the rains, but it does not seem to be severe, as the
people show no signs of it.

Shikar is abundant, both small game, deer, and panthers being
found plentifully; tigers and bison are also to be met with. Tents and
an arrangement for supplies from the plains are necessary; there are
no bungalows on the plateau.

The Biligirirangams (i.e.. White mountains) rise from the Mysore
tableland and the Coimbatore borders to nearly 6,000 feet in height.
Beginning near Hassanftr on the south, they run for about forty
miles to near Kollegdl on the north. The higher range is almost
entirely within this district. " There are but few inhabitants, and these
are all Sholagars. The majority of this tribe are slaves belonging to
the Sivachdra Q-oundans of the lower ranges of the Bargftr bills.
The more independent cultivate small patches of land with ragi, &c>,
wandering after harvest into the forest for wild produce. Their god is
BiligirL"

These hills are the home of the elephant; though not so numerous
as formerly, they are still abundant, but with few tuskers, these latter
having mostly been shot. Not having been disturbed of late years
either by the sportsman or kheddah establishment, they have become
almost tame; the Sholagars say that " you may go and bit them with
a broom and they would not even tarn round to look at you*" Mr.
Morgan himself reports that they not only took no notice of his shots at
small game, but that he actually went up within five or ten* yards of a
herd which came in the path, and could not get them to move by
shouting, waving his coat, or throwing stones at them,

In the monsoon (south-west) it is almost impossible to traverse the
deciduous forests; game and everything except the swarms of gad-flies
and leeches, then desert them*